|THE MEANING OF | 


TCATHOLIC: 


an unpleasant word. When they hear it, it 
brings to mind a dictatorial type of Church 

government, a political activity on the part of a 
hierarchy, a trafficking in indulgences of which 
they cannot approve. Over against the word 
“Catholic” they set the word “Protestant,” and 
they infinitely prefer the latter to the former. 

The word “Catholic,” however, means none of 
these things of which they disapprove (see article 
XIX on page 594 of the Book of Common 
Prayer). It is, rather, an honor word which was 
first used to describe an attribute of the Church by 
Ignatius of Antioch, a man who died a martyr’s 
death in 108 A.D. And it is a word which is used 
in the statement of faith of most existing Christian 
bodies. For the sake of clarity, then, we should 
distinguish between “Roman Catholic” and 
“Catholic,” for in the sober judgment of our tra- 
dition these terms are not identical and in some 
ways are opposed to each other. 

The word “Catholic” as we use it in our creed 
means two things: 


R=, many people, the word “Catholic” is 


1. It means that the Church, which is a divine 
institution founded by Christ, is in its idea wmi- 
versal. All men in every race and nation are meant 
to be brought within its fold. It can bring health 


to every nation and supply all the spiritual needs 
of all mankind. This means, to put it negatively, 
that the Church is not a class or national institu- 
tion, but a world fellowship. And to remember 
this is to be true to the reported words of our 
Lord, “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 

The Church has always been in idea universal or 
Catholic, but it is now such in fact. The words 
“Our Father” rise from every continent and from 
the islands of the sea. We are a world fellowship, 
destined to unite the nations in the fellowship for 
which they were intended. 


The sun that bids us rest is waking 
Our brethren ’neath the western sky. 
And hour by hour fresh lips are making 
Thy wondrous doings heard on high... . 


2. The second meaning of the word “Catholic” 
is full, many-sided, rich. As such it stands opposed 
to one-sidedness, narrowness, heresy. A heretic is 
not a man without any truth, for every sincere man 
has some truth in his views: a heretic, rather, is a 
one-sided person who takes one aspect of truth and 
denies others. The answer to a one-sided person 
should always be, “Yes . . . but... .” So, a full 
or Catholic Churchman is one who affirms all of 
Christ, all of God, all that is good and true in 
Church history, and refuses to make his little self 
the measure of truth. 

It is here that we believe the democratic struc- 
ture of our Church government to be more truly 
Catholic than a form which is an absolute mon- 
archy, for is not a democracy fuller, richer and 
wider than an absolute monarchy? Should not the 


laity have some voice in the forming of Church 
policies and the handling of Church finance? 
Should not an inspired and dedicated layman be 
permitted to speak in the Church of God? Indeed, 
as we consider this word, we ourselves, even with 
our heritage of freedom, have tended to neglect the 
ministry of the laity for which our Church leaves 
room. We can pride ourselves, therefore, upon the 
freedom of our Church and let ourselves be judged 
by the many things we have left undone. 

We, furthermore, believe that, while the gov- 
ernment is responsible to God, it is not responsible 
to the House of Bishops. We do not believe that 
“political Catholicism” which seeks political 
power for the Church is anything less than a suc- 
cumbing to the temptation which our Lord re- 
jected in Matthew 4: 8-10: 


Again the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them; And saith unto him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me. Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord 
thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 


It is a departure from true Catholicism. We seek 
in the Anglican communion to combine freedom 
and authority, the best of the ancient Church with 
a firm rejection of unscriptural innovations. If you 
want further information on any of these points, 
ask your rector or write to the Department of 
Social Service for a list of books. 

An English bishop was once asked the definition 
of a Catholic Churchman. He replied: “If you can 
see that you are little and the Church is great; if — 
you can see that you are but a part of a larger, 
divine fellowship; if you can give yourself — for- 


getful of self —to the fellowship of Christ’s reli- 
gion, then, in spirit, you are a Catholic Churchman.” 


The following is a prayer written by the English 
Archbishop William Laud and is found on page 37 
of the Book of Common Prayer: 


O Gracious Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy 
holy Catholic Church; that thou wouldest be pleased to 
fill it with all truth, in all peace. Where it is corrupt, 
purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in any thing 
it is amiss, reform it. Where it is right, establish it; 
where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, 
reunite it; for the sake of him who died and rose again, 
and ever liveth to make intercession for us, Jesus Christ, 
thy Son, our Lord. Amen. 


Additional copies may be obtained from the 
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